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ON    FHK  CLASSIFICATIONS  OF  THK  DFNE  TRIHFS. 
B\  Till::  Rev.  I-'athlk  A.  (i.  Moku  i:,  O.M.I. 

( Riuui  Diwiidh'f  i~tli,  iSgS.) 

The  fifth  volume  of  the  "  Tran.sactions  of  the  Canadian  Institute" 
contained  a  paper  by  the  Rev.  John  Campbell,  LL.D.,  which  could  not 
fail  to  interest  me.*  To  say  that,  after  a  careful  |)erusal  of  its  pages,  all 
doubt  and  uncertainty  as  to  the  origin  of  m\-  Dene  Indians  have  \anished 
from  m\-  mind  would  certainly  be  going  beyond  the  truth.  It  ma\-  be 
that  I  am  too  e.xacting  ;  but,  as  I  went  on  reading,  I  could  not  but 
mentally  formulate  the  strongest  objections  against,  especially,  the 
philological  portion  of  the  reverend  author's  effort.  My  intention  to-day 
is  not  to  expatiate  on  what  I  consider  the  shortcomings  of  that  most 
important  part  of  his  essay,  nor  do  I  even  wish  to  take  exception  to  his 
conclusiors.  1  intend  to  confine  m\'  attention  to  answering  a  ^^\\ 
tuiestions,  correcting  some  misinformation  and  supplying  omissions,  and 
diat  in  so  far  only  as  I  am  directly  or  indirectly  concerned.  In  other 
words.  I  would  beg  to  hazard  a  few  remarks  on  the  ^la.ssifications  of  the 
Nortliern  Denes,  such  as  reviewed  by  I'rof  Campbell. 

I  hold  that  the  reverend  gentleman  needlessly  impugns  the  accurac)- 
or  appositcness  of  my  information  on  the  subject,  such  as  embodied  in 
my  previous  communications  to  the  Institute,  and,  were  his  queries  and 
hints  left  unanswered,  ethnolog)-  would  retrograde,  on  that  particular 
point,  to  wh.it  it  was  ten  years  ago.  Nor  shoultl  it  be  forgotten  that 
other  well-meaning  ethnographers  have  lately  re-edited  the  errors 
against  which  I  have  several  times  protested.  Hence  the  necessit)'  of 
the  following  remarks. 

liefore  going  an\-  further,  and  the  better  to  define  once  for  all  our 
respective  positions,  may  I,  at  the  risk  of  appearing  egotistical,  be 
pardoned  a  remark  of  a  somewhat  |)ersonal  character  '.  +    Kthnographers 

"  Tiu-  Hfiu-s  of  Ariieric.'i  iili'iititii\i  \\\\\\  \\w  Tu  i^^u^  ot  .\»-i.i."  M\*  iiitiTost  in  (li.it  c'.s.'iN  \\'\\\  ;ippi';ir 
so  niiu'h  the  more  natur.'tl  as,  sonic  \i'.irs  .-i^ii.  I  piib'islu'd  nnsclt"  a  short  papiT  "  Dcnu  I\i>ots.''  tlu-  tn.-iin 
object  t>f  wliicli  was  \o  ask  tor  iljc  collalniratioii  <->\  pliiloloj^isls  towards  tlu-  iiisi-o\cr\  ot  tlto  I>ciits'  viri^jin. 

t  Tlu'  tact  that  tlu-  iipcniti^;  p.tH'-'s  of  tin"  tirsi  p.ipcr  CiMitrihiitcil  tii  tlu-  Institute  wen-  tlcxotcJ  t,*  a 
criticisitt  ^if  an  in;icctirate  classiticatii>ii  v>t'  tiic  l>cncs,  a  criticism  \\  liich  IVi^t.  C'aniplvl!  now  inipli,itl\ 
rejects,  iniist  be  niy  excuse  for  otTerin^j  remarks  ,>t'  siidt  a  personal  cliitracter.  People  sltvuilj  knin\  thi' 
K^roiinds  ,it'  m\-  .-issiir.-i nee.  s,,  that  tliey  ma\  jjaii^*^  the  dejjree  ,'f  acciirac\-  oi  m\  inforniatii^n.  A  ^ooJ 
point  in  favour  of  Piof.  Camplu'll's  essay  Is  that,  in  contmon  with  a  lew  other  ethnoKriphers,  he  has 
ad,<ptcJ  the  niime  l>cnc,  whicli  is  tlie  onU  .ippropriate  word  to  represent  th.it  ),'reat  ahorisrin.il  famili  which 
in  other  qu.irtcrs  continues  to  be  called  .\tliiipaskan  or  Tinncli. 
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nii^ht  be  (iividcfl  mtd  two  classes  :  tliere  are  the  cabinet  and  tlie  fiekl 
invcstii^ators.  C)n  the  other  hantl,  ethiioloLjical  classifications,  esjjeciaily 
of  the  American  races,  arc  based  on  lani;nage.  Now,  of  tht  five  dililerent 
Dene  tribes  whose  habitat  lies  entirely  or  partially  within  the  northern 
part  of  British  Columbia,  1  understand  the  dialects  of  three  and  speak- 
that  of  the  fourth  with  more  facility  than  l<"n^lfsh.  Within  ihelavt  three 
months,  m\'  travels  have  brought  ine  in  cuntait  with  all  or  numerous 
members  of  the  five  tribes  ;  so  that  should  I  have  the  faintest  doubt 
about  the  ethnic  statis  of  an\' division  of  the  Dene  famil)',  eslablislied 
in  the  extreme  northwest  of  this  continent,  nothinij  would  b<;  more  easy 
for  me  than  to  satisfy  my  curiositj-.  This  by  wa\  of  explaining  my 
assurance  in  dealing  with  such  i]uestions. 

Nor  is  this  all.  1  belong  to  a  religious  Order  which,  for  the  last  forty 
years  or  more,  has  had  in  hand  the  evangelization  of  all  th:  Northern 
Dene  tribes,  and.  through  the  munerous  letters  and  essays  ontained  in 
the  ])ages  of  a  prixate  review  published  b\-  saifl  Order,  I  was  enabled  to 
stud\-  the  various  divisions  of  our  aborigines  long  before  I  came  lu-re  to 
become,  as  it  were,  one  of  them.  One  of  the  ablest  and  m  ist  regular 
contributors  to  that  periodical  which,  1  repeat,  ilocs  not  circulate  among 
outsiders,  was  at  cine  time  the  Rev.  1''.  IV-titot,  who  passed  well  nigh 
twent\-  years  of  his  life  in  studying  the  Denes  critically.  No\,-,  mr'st  of 
what  1  e\er  wri>te  jii  the  l-.astern  Denes  was  based  on  his  investigations, 
and  in  every  case  due  credit  was  given  him.  It  must  be  admitted  that 
the  opinion  of  such  a  scholar  who  personally  knows  the  different  tribes, 
should  outweigh  that  even  of  travelers  like  Hearne  and  MacKen/ie,  u  ho, 
for  all  their  information,  were  entirel\-  at  the  mercy  of  their  inte-preters 
and  who  were  doomed  occasionall\'  to  misunderstand  and  be  mi. under- 
stood.* The  linguistic  data,  names  of  tribes,  etc..  emanating  from  such 
a  source  are  especially  subject  to  caution  in  connection  with  languages 
of  so  del'cate  sounds  as  the  Dene'-.  h"or  even  such  a  dull-eared  explorer 
as  Sir  lohn  Richard-^on  —  who  serious!)-  dcrixed  the  word  /-^Si/ii/'ihutx 
from  the  \\(iuld-be  l'":-ench  "  ceux  ipii  iiiitiitx"  (/tXi.:  "miaulent) — has 
confessed  that  "the  sounds  of  the  Tinne  language  can  hardly  be 
expressed  by  the  Knglish  alpluibet,  and  a  great  many  of  tliem  are  of  a 
pronunciation  <i/>so//i((-/y  iin/^ossiNi-  to  an  Knglishman."+ 

I'rof.    C'ampbell    cpiotes   three  different    classifications    of  the    Dend 
tribes,  the  first  of  which  is   Major  G.  VV.  I'oweU's.     Of  tiiis  he    merel)' 


•  It  IS.  thiTft'orc.  ;i  little  MirprisinK  ih.il,  while  noting  nbsciire  .tuiIhts  in  his  svnoiu'iiiy  i>f  the 
".Vth.-ipiisk.iM  "  or  IVno  t.iiiiily,  Miiior  I'lmcll  shi'uM  h.i\e  oinittcil,  in  i8**8,  the  iKime  Pinc-PinJjit;,  whiih 
had  been  publicly  gi\en  to  that  alx>rigin.-il  Kroiip  by   Pelitut  ever  since  1K7S. 

f  ^noted  in  French  by  Petitot  in  his  Monoxrit/^hir  lirs  th'ni^-Phidji^,  p.  xx. 
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states  that  some  of  the  names  arc  not  tribal,  lie  has  no  other  fault  to 
fiiul  with  it.  Now,  I  am  almost  certain  that  the  very  first  tribe  he 
inentions,  the  .Ahteiia,  is  not  Dene.*  A^'ain  !  will  ask  :  Where  are  in 
that  list  my  TsijKoh'tin  and  m\-  Sekanais  (or  Tse'kchne)  and  the 
Heavers  and  the  Hares  and  the  1  Jog-Ribs,  etc.?  I'erhaps  they  are  not 
reall\  distinct  tribes  '  will  venture  c)ur  reviewer.  Let  a  single  circum- 
stance be  my  answer.  When  I  was  stationed  among  the  TsiiKoh'tin  I 
used  to  preach  without  an  inter|)reter.  On  my  coming  to  Stuart's  Lake, 
my  residence  since  the  last  fourteen  years.  1  could  not  understand  or 
formulate  a  single  sentence  in  Carrier.  .M(jreover,  who,  with  even  a  slight 
tincture  of  Diine  phonology,  could  recognize  as  Dene  the  foreign  looking 
Nagailer  of  Powell's  list?  Lastly,  Tahltan  —  which  should  read 
Thahlthan-*- — is  not  the  name  of  a  tribe;  it  is  a  local  name  denominative 
of  a  b(Kly  of  water  freciueiited  b\-  Indians  within  m\'  sphere  of  action. 

Commenting  on  that  list,  Mr.  Canii>l:ell  remarks:  "The  Montagnais 
are  the  Chippewyans  or  typical  Athapaskans  and  their  true  name  is 
Dene-Dindjie,  .  .  .  while  the  Slaves  or  Dogribs  are  the  Thing-e-ha- 
dtiniie.";^  The  preoccupation  to  find  aboriginal  names  has  evidently 
betraved  our  reviewer  into  error  and  loose  writing.  The  true  name  of 
the  Montagnais  or  Chippewayans  is  ;/<>/  Dcne-Dindjic,  but  simply 
Dene.  As  I  have  plainl)-  noted  in  a  monograph  much  quoted  bj'  I'rof. 
Caii">pbell,  §  the  compound  word  is  a  name  invented  by  Father  Petitot 
to  designate  the  wIkjIc  of  the  Dene  familj'.  not  an\-  single  tribe 
thereof.  On  the  other  hand,  the  olaves  or  Dog-Ribs  are  not  a  single 
tribe,  as  one  would  seem  warranted  to  infer  from  the  above  cjuotefl 
sentence.  They  are  two  distinct  tribes,  though  their  territory  is 
contiguous.  The  Dog-Ribs  are  well  known  as  such  in  ethnographical 
literature,  while  the  Slaves  are  called  Strong-How  or  Thick-Wood 
Indians  in  Franklin's  journal. 

On  Mr.  W.  Dall's  classification  Dr.  Campbell  has  no  criticism  to  offer. 
Indeed  he  almost  seems  to  ajjprove  of  it,  since  he  therewith  compares 
mine  disparagingly.  In  his  ejes  what  I  wrote  of  the  form-.r,  ten  years 
ago,  must  be  so  much  useless  scribbling.  To  make  out  for  his  silence,  I 
will  refer  the  unprejudiced  reader  to  my  remarks  which  I  deem  as 
apposite  to-day  as  they  were  then. II 

*  See  "  Ni>les     .     .     on  the  Western  |)«^nes,"  p.  15.  finit-note,  .'inj  p.  17,  text, 

t  Tha,  w.iter  (in  ct»mpi>sitioii).  hiihnn,  lies  (is  st.i^n.tnt.  nitn-ninninx).  The  p,»pul.itl.>ii  t^f  th.it  pl.ice  is 
Nah'ane. 

:   H.   17J. 

i  'The  Western  IX'nds."  Proc.  C.in.  Inst..  V.'l.  vii.,  p.  no. 

;,  Ibid.  ibi,1. 
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•  -liK-  chi.ssilkati.Misof  Mr.  D.ill  iin.l  l-,ithcr  Moricc  lor  the  .wrthcrn 
oroui.  are  somewhat  (hfterent.  and  tliat  of  ihr  latter,  who  finds  fault 
uith  Mr.  Dalls,  is  obsciirod  l.y  Knj;Hsh  naine^  that  are  confusing'  and  of 
very  little  ^eii'utific  value."  This  is  from  .Mr.  Campbell.  Wiih  all  due 
respect  for  my  opponent's  opinion,  how  can  Kn^lish  names  in  an  Kn^lish 
piiprr  ob.scure  a  classjficati.in  of  races  and  confuse  tin-  mind  of  the 
Knt,dish  reader'  Should  the>  not,  on  the  contr.ny,  rather  eiili^dUen  to 
a  .greater  evcteiit  than  so  man>-  wouUl-be  .iborisinal  words  differently 
reproduced  according,-  to  ihc  lin^nn'stic  ability  of  the  traveller  or  the  fancy 
of  the  tran.scriber  '  And  how  in  the  workl  are  they  of  so  "very  little 
scientific  value?"  To  be  scientific,  ou^ht  an  I'lnijli.shman  to  call  the 
iMcnch  !,:<  Fr.vnvr.s,  tlu-  Italians ,(,-//  Italutni,  the  Spaniards  /o.f  Expnhols, 
the  Ci reeks  '•:  /•''»'*i>sv,  etc.?  Kverywhcre  words  reiMcscntin}:j  ethnic 
divi.Mons  follow  the  particular  <,'eniu.s  of  the  idiom  of  the  speaker,  and 
it  .seems  to  me  that  this  should  more  parlicularl\-  be  the  ca.se  with  the 
names  of  American  tribes  which  are  jjenerally  .so  difficult,  when  not 
altOL;ether  nnpossible,  to  >pell  without  diacritical  marks  or  other 
accessories  found  only  in  a  few  printing  offices.  When  1  write  in 
English,  the  Indians  nearest  to  me  are  the  Carriers  ;  should  my  es.say 
be  in  h'rench  they  become  the  Torteurs,  but,  of  course,  in  all  my  native 
publications  they  remain  the  TaKepie.  .So  it  goes  with  the  Montagnai.s  ; 
the\-  are  Chippewayans  to  the  Knglish  and  Dene  to  themselves  ;  with 
the  Heavers,  who  are  Castors  to  the  I-'rench,  Tsa'tenne  to  the  Carriers, 
and  Dane  to  themselves,  etc. 

According  to  I'rof  Campbell,  1  maintain  that  "the  Kutchin  tribes  of 
Mr.    Dall  cue,  all  but  one,   imaginary."'     This  is  hardly  the  case.     Of 
course  1  would  not,  even  indirectly,  accuse  mj'  opponent  of  misrepre- 
sentation ;  \et  his  remark  is  .somewhat  misleading.      It   would  .seem  to 
imply  that,  to  the  e.xclusion  of  all  the  others,  one  of   Dall's    Kutchin 
tribes — which  one? — is  real.     1  did  sa>',  and  must  repeat,  that  tho.se  of 
his  tribes  noted  under  the  title  of  Western  Tiimeh  "  have  no  existence 
but  on  paper."     Hut  my  remarks  about  the  Kutchin  are  not  so  .sweeping. 
I  simpl)'  "strongly  suspect  that  the  .seven  Kut-chin   tribes   which    he 
gives  as  specifically  different,  are  only  so  many  subdivisions  of  the  same 
tribe,  all  of  whom  speak  the  same  dialect,  probably  with  local  idiomatic 
peculiarities."*  Which  remark  does  not  exclude  the  possibility  of  Dall'.s 
divisions  of  the  Kutchin  being  real,  though  of  a  secondary  importance. 
Father    I'etitot    is  quite    proficient    in  the   langiuige  of  the    Loucheux 
or    Kutchin    whom    he   has  visited  both  east  and    west  of  the   Rocky 
Mountains.      N(j\v    he  never    mentioned   but    one  tribe,   and  while  in 
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his  dictionary  he  ;^ivc.s  even  sh'^ht  idininatic  or  local  pcciUiaritics 
afffctinjf  the-  ('hi|)i)L'\vayaii  or  Han-  lan^iiaj^'cs,  he  never  (|notes  more 
than  one  Lf)iiclieux  (h'alect.  Major  I'ouell  himself  <;i\es  Init  one 
Kutchiii  or  Loiicheiix  tribe,  thoii;^li  Iv- writes  some  )ears  after  Mr.  Dall. 

"  l'"atiier  Morice  oi)jeels  to  this  ( Mr.  Dall's)  h'st,"  saws  Dr.  Campbell, 
who  adds,  "  Mnt  what  shall  we  say  of  his  own  list  followed  l)\-  the  form 
in  each  case  of  the  word  for  man?"*  Thus  the  main  l)urden  of  his 
criticism  in  my  case  is  not  that  m_\'  classification  of  tin-  northern  tribes 
is  inaccurate  or  incomplete — indeed  he  seems  almost  to  find  it  too 
complete,  since  lie  objects  to  tht;  [)re.sence  therein  of  one  tribe — but  that 
it  does  not  supply  him  with  thfise  "tribal  names'  which  he  seeks  for 
the  purpo.se  of  his  attempts  at  identification.  l'"or  he  speaks  further  on 
of  m)'  "deliberate  avoidance  of  personal  names,"  and  rej^rets  that 
"  beini;  able  to  enlighten  our  darkness  in  this  matter,"  I  "should  decline 
t<i  lift  the  veil.  '  I  confess  that,  through  the  dozen  or  more  paj^es  I 
devotefl  in  the  most  important  of  my  essaxs  t  to  the  classing  of  the 
Dene  tribes,  I  thought  I  had  left  ver\-  little  unsaid  on  the  subject.  I  am 
told  I  was  mistaken,  and  mu-t  therefore  lia>ten  to  make  out  for  my 
omission. 

The  reason  I  did  not  give  any  name  the  diffe'ent  tribes  call  themselves 
by  is  that,  as  a  rule,  tlific  is  )ionc.  They  ha\e,  of  course,  some  kind  of 
vocable  b\-  w  hich  tiicy  are  differentiated  by  outsiders  ;  but,  as  these 
names  vary  accord-  -^  to  the  dialect  of  the  speaker,  which  one  was  1  to 
choose?  Thus  the  Carriers,  who  are  Are|ne  to  the  Tse'Ke'hne.  are 
"Kutu'iie  to  the  Babines  ;  the  TsiiKoh'tin  would  become  TseiKwah'timii 
for  the  Habines,  Tse|Kaht'qenne  for  the  Tse'Kehne,  etc..  unless  those 
various  tribes  chose  to  give  them  an  altogether  different  name. 

As  I  stated  in  my  first  communication  to  the  Canadian  Institute, 
which  Dr.  Campbell  has  certainlv  seen,  the  different  tribes  simply  call 
themselves  "  men,"  and  that  for  two  reasons.  The  mental  vision  of  the 
Indian  is  proverbially  limited  ;  collectivity  is  generally  beyond  its  grasp. 
It  is  also  dim  and  blunt;  hence  its  difficulty  in  taking  in  abstraction. 
Hut  the  tribe  is  an  aggregate  of  septs,  and  septs  a  collection  of  chvns. 
I  do  not  speak  (jf  the  family  ;  among  our  natives  it  does  not  exist  as  a 
unit.  The  father  belongs  to  one  clan  or  gens,  the  mother  and  the 
offspring  to  another.  You  ask  an  Indian  to  what  tribe  he  belong;!^  and 
he  answers  at  once  by  the  name  of  his  clan.  If  you  force  him  into 
giving  a  more  comprehensive  division,  he  inay    furnish    you    with  the 

■  The  n<iiits  of  .Vmorlca  liliMitified  with  tlu'  TunK:ii>.  nt  .\si.i,  p.  i7,i. 
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namcot  hi-.  |..iiticul.u-ri.t  though  thi-  uu„M  Ik-  imUM.al-hc  would 
rather  "ivc  vou  thr  naiiu'  nf  thi>  locality,  lake  i.r  river  shore  he  inhabits. 
In  no  case  will  he  go  an\  iurlher.  unles.  his  intcrcurse  v  ith  the  wliitcs 
has  taiii;ht  liini  their  nioile  of  thinking  and  tiie  name  ont>iders  give  to 
his  tribe,  liiis  is  so  true  that  no  Dene  dialect,  to  in>  knowledge,  lias 
any  synonyinoii-^  term  tor  tribe  as  di^tinet  from  clan.  I'.veii  that  large 
tribe  HI  the  inul-4  of  wlmii  1  li\e,  a  tribe  territorially  so  important  that 
its  members  are  f(um(i  all  the  ua,\-  within  four  degrees  of  latitude,  may 
be  said  to  have  no  personal  name.  T.iKeine  is  a  term  of  e.xtraiieous 
origin  which  is  intriiisicilly  meaningless,  though  usage  has  conferred 
upon  it  the  signification  o|  "  Indians."  in  that  sen.se  it  is  applied  by  the 
Carriers  to  aii\-  bod\-  of  abori'^^'ines  hv  contradistinction  from  tiie  terms 
white  man,  ('hine>c  or  negro 

rile  second  reason  of  the  alj.sence  of  nuy  tribal  name  among  the  Dene 

is  th.it  vanity  imiate  in  tiie  '.eart  of  the   Indian  wiiich  prompts  him  to 

io.'oie  otlier   tril)es   or  nati.ms      in    his   opinion,   fellow-tribesmen   are 

'•  the  people,"  "the  men,'  Jh//,'.     This  foible  is  not  proper  to  the  Dtine  ; 

main-    -ther  .\mericaii  iribes  know  it.     I'or.  as  remarks  Major  I'owell,* 

"the  name  1)\-  whicii  the  tril)es  distinguish  themselves  from  other  tribes 

imlicates  the  fr. rther  conviction  that, as  the  Indian  is  above  all  other  created 

beings,  so  in  like  manner  each  particular  tribe  is  exalted  aijovc  all  otiiers. 

"Men  of  men"  i-  the  literal  translation  of  one  name,  "  tiie  only  men  " 

of  aiMilier,  and  '<o  on  through  the  whole  category."      l'.\cu  the  various 

tribes  of  lvsquimau.\  are  no  exception  to  this  rule  ;  their  c(Mlective  name 

/;/;///// means  also  "men."      Nay  more,   according  to  Kiaproth  (juoted 

by  I'rof.  Campbell  himself  "  the  Tuiigus  have  no  coinmon   or  national 

name;  )et  mo.st  wht i  dwell  in  Siberia  call  themselves    Hoye,  Hoya  or 

Hye.  that   is  '  men  "' •*• — another    trait  of  resemblance  with    our    Dene 

which  may  well  console  our  es.sayist  for  the  absence  of  any  truly  Dene 

tribal  namj. 

Commenting  further  on  my  list  of  Northern  Denes,  Mr,  Campbell 
says  that  "the  Yellow-Knives  or  Copper  Intlians  are  the  Ahtena,'"  This 
statement  is  erroneous,  I  have  already  as.serted  that  the  Ahtena  or 
Atna  are  not  Dene,  I'rof  Campbell  here  follows  Major  Powell,  who  has 
been  misled  by  Mr,  Dall,  who  in  his  turn  misunderstood  Hearne.  The 
latter  discovered  in  1 769  to  the  m..</ of  the  great  northern  lakes  a  river 
caliecf  Satsfln-J)ii-  ''metal  river)  by  the  Dog-Kihis,  and  Cojjpermine  by  its 
white  discoverer.  Now  \V.  Dall,  confounding  this  river  with  the  Copper 
River  which  flows  into  tiic  Pacific  Ocean,  placed  on  its  banks  the  habitat 

Itulian  I.tiif^iiistit,-  Kaniilics.  p.    \t^. 
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ot  tlir  liuliaiis  aIioiu  h'liinklin  liiid  touiid  in  the  stcppt-s  waUTcd  bv 
Hearnc's  CnpiRMiiiiiie  River.  I'lu-  N'flluw- Knives,  wlio,  acK.rdiiiL;  to 
IV'titot,  are  related  to  the  ("ar'iboo-ICaters,  live  to  the  northeast  of  (ireat 
Slave  Lake.     The)-  are  the  Copju-r  Indians  of  I-'ranklin. 

"  Hut  who  are  the  ( 'arihoo- Maters  '"  asks  Trof.  Campbell.  The>'  are, 
aeeoriMnj.;  to  I'etitot,  an  important  tribe  which  "  limits  on  the  stejjpes 
lyin^  to  the  east  of  lakes  Cariboo,  Wollaston  and  .Athabaska.  Vnvt 
l'"on<l  du  I.ar  is  their  rende/voiis  uii  the  latter  lake."*  The  same 
information  is  to  be  fonnd  in  the  essa}-  prefixed  to  his  poKjrjot 
dictionary  which  I'rof  Cam|)lK'll  has  seen 

.As  an  instance  of  hasts'  writing',  I  must  (]Uote  another  of  the  lattcr's 
statements.  "The  I.(<ucheu.\,''  he  sa\-s,  "are  the  Kutchins,  h'ather 
Morice's  Tudukh,"  -he  means  Tnkudh,  but  the  printer  is  probabi)- 
responsible  for  the  deformation  of  the  name.  Now  1  invariablv  called 
that  tribe  Louchenx,  and  tlu'  onl\-  time  I  mentioned  at  all  the  word 
Tukndh  1  <lid  so  b\-  wa3'  of  indirect!)'  protestinjf  a<;ainst  it.  I  said: 
"  The  Nah'ane  hunt  o\er  a  territor\'  the  northern  limits  of  which  arc 
the  southern  frontiers  of  the  Louchenx  ;"  and  in  a  foot-note  I  explained 
under  the  word  Loucheux,  "  the  •^•('-(V^//(v/  '  Tukndh  '  or  '  Kut-chin.' "  + 
Small  matter  to  be  sure,  but  important  emiut^h  in  that  it  shows  the 
decree  of  carefulness  observed  by  a  writer.  The  .\n;.;lican  Bishop 
Hompas  and  the  Rev.  R.  McDonald  are  the  par'des  responsible  for  that 
nickname,  and,  after  them,  I'illinsj;  who  wrongly  thou<;ht  it  represented 
a  tribe  differ'.'nt  from  the  Louchenx.  '^ 

.Another  proof  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Campbell's  hast)  writin^r  1  find  in  his 
reproduction  of  my  li.st  of  the  septs  of  three  Western  Dene  tribes. 
Not  onl)'  doe.s  he  mi.x  up  the  extraneous  names  of  those  tribes  with 
these  of  their  subdivisions,  but  he  omits  one  of  the  latter  which  is  to  be 
foinul  in  the  ,it/i/,->/i/ir  to  the  paper  from  which  he  derives  the  whole  list. 
I  must  further  add  that  the  omission  of  the  apostrophe  tlenotini^  the  all 
iini)ortant  exploding  or  clicking  .sound  renders  all  these  worcLs  meaning- 
less in  Indian. 

"  I'^ather  Morice  has  cjuestioned  the  native  origin  of  Dene  government 
by  t(ena/-as  (/(^'V  ttcneza.s),  notables  or  chiefs.  '  Loose  writing  again. 
I  never  questioned  the  native  origin  of  any  such  government  since  I 
a.sserted  that  the  Denes  had  no  torm  of  government  whatever.  In  a 
paper  published  by  the  Royal  Society  of  Canada,   I  did  state  that  the 

'  ,'tfi'niuirf  iiAi-ilf;,'  sill-  In  G,'iit;rii/>liii'  (ff  t'-lthiihnsknn-  .\fiu-h'i'>izu',  p.  m. 

f   rill'  Wfstcrri  Otnts,  Pnv.  Cnii.  Inst.,  Vol.  vii.,  p.  iii. 
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rank  olclHi-ror  first  Ina^4i^l^.ltc  of  a  villaj^c  w.is  of  luodiTii  dii^iii,*  hut 
wc  must  not  coiifoiind  the  notable  or  tiniiZii,  of  whom  tlu-re  are  several 
in  one  l«>calit\.  and  the  chief  or  single  leader  or  head  in. in  of  a  place,  i 
was  qnite  emphatic  mi  that  point. 

I  have  stated  that  amont;  the  re.isons  that  prompted  tlu'  pre- 
sent communication  w;'.s  the  fact  th.it  old  misstatements  ahoiit  the 
ethnolot^ical  status  I'f  our  in<li. ins  have  i)iit  latelv  been  reprinted.  No 
later  than  1.S93,  in  such  an  otherwise  accurate  and  complete  work  as  the 
"  Standartl  Dictionary,"  •••  there  appeared  imder  the  word  Amcric.in, 
the  following  list  of  all  the  1  )ene  tribes,  which  is,  I  thiid-;.  from  the  |)en 
of  I'rof  ().  T.  M.is.Mi. 

.\llial).'ist'an. 

.\pai  111'. 

(.'lu'iK-w  van. 

Iliipa. 

Ju-.iiill.t. 

Kiilt'liin. 

I.i|i.iii. 

I.iiinli»-u\. 

Mfsc.ili  .-o. 

.MoniJiffiMis, 

Navajo. 

Slavf. 

T!iin<', 

Here,  indeed,  we  have  a  list  comp.ired  with  which  n.ills  and  I'owell  s 
are  completcnes.s  it.self.  I'"or  it  must  be  remarked  that,  brief  as  it 
appears,  it  is  in  realit)'  e\en  much  shorter,  since  several  tribes  are 
therein  twice  mentioned  under  different  names.  To  bet^in  with  the  first 
and  the  last  terms,  .Athapascan  and  Tinne  are  synon\'inous.  So  are 
Chcpew\an  and  Monta<,Miais,  Kiitchin  and  Loucheiix.  In  fact,  of  the 
twent>-  well  .luthenticated  Dene  tribes,  the  author  of  the  list  ^ives  but 
nine.  Vet,  while  he  omits  such  important  tribes  as  the  Carriers,  the 
Tsi[Koh'tin,the  Tse'Kehne,  the  Xah'ane,  the  Hares,  etc.,  he  mentions 
that  remnant  of  a  tribe,  the  Lii)ans,  who,  accordintj  to  Powell,  ina>' 
number  fit'teen  individuals  in  the  I'nited  States,  while  the\-  are  not 
much  more  than  twice  as  man\'  in  Mexico.  Hesides,  if  1  mistake  not. 
the  Jicarilla  are  but  one  of  the  ei^ht  subdivisions  of  the  Apache  tribe 
that  live  north  of  Me.xico.  At  least  that  is  what  one  is  led  to  infer  from 
the  Reports  of  the  U.  S.  Cominissioner  for  Indian  affairs.  If  that 
official  is  correct,  Major  I'owell  is  wrong  on  that  and  cognate  points. 

Finally,  I  must  repeat  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  accurate  list  of 


*  ".Are  ihi;  Carrier  SoiioloKV  aiiJ  .M>lhoU)gy  InJitfcnoiis  or  Kvntii?"     Tr.niis.  R.S.C.,  i8gj,  p.  118. 
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all  the  UciiL  liiljcs  so  r,ii-  piihli-^lii'd  i^  to  he  loinid  iii  my  "  Noti-s  .  . 
on  thf  Western  Denes,"  p.  16,  Should  I  have  a  doubt  to  ronmiiale,  it 
would  he  in  connection  with  that  tribal  division  known  as  the  Had 
I'eople  or  Mauvais  Monde — concernin^f  the  precise  habitat  of  which 
I'elitot  appears  niisintoi  nied.  I  le  is  inclined  Jo  believe  them  an  cjffslu)f)t 
of  the  Carrier  tribe,  which  could  not  be.  He  saj-s  that  the)-  are  very 
little  known,  and  formerly  freijuented  the  now  abandoned  h'ort  Halkett. 
That  they  reall\'  exist  as  a  triln;,  however,  is  clearly  shown  \)y  the  fact 
that  they  are  called  b*  the  other  Denes,  /St'i/d-c'/if/f,  "  tiiose  that  act 
Contrariwise,"  that  is  in  a  wroni;  wa\',  from  tlu'ir  former  habit  of  L,'oin{; 
naked.      Their  projjcr  name  is  Dine. 

l''or  the  sake  of  extr.i  completeness,  we  niijrht  add  to  my  list  the  few 
natives  I >f  Dene  extraction  found  some  j'ears  a^o  in  the  Nicola  N'allev, 
anrl  on  I'ortl.ind  (anal.  B.C.  Hut  as  they  h  '  lost  their  tribal 
automoii)-  to  such  an  extent  that  in  a  majorit)  of  casv.- .  they  have  even 
for^'otten  their  original  ton;j[ue  and  are  now  mo.stly  of  mixed  blood,  I 
think  tlu'\-  ma\-  wi-II  be  i'Miored  in  a  classificatin-i    if  Ii,.!\'in  tribes. 


